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MATTER IN THE FLOATING WORLD

My research in innovative design materials turned my

¢ attention to Japan, a country whose architects,

artists, and scientists frequently define the
gutting-edge-ef-materiality. Given our

acknow edgemerit~ef the world's acute environmental
chal lenges, Japan-s success in making the most of
imi ted-cireumstances provides an example worthy of

deeper scrutiny. Using |to Laboratory as a home base,

| conducted interviews, visited laboratories, and
explored jobsites in Tokyo where advanced material
principles are being put into practice. The
inspiring discoveries | made point to a future world
shaped by energy-harvesting membranes, super-thin
structures, biomorphic objects, haptic surfaces
multifunctional systems, living building facades,
and enlightened digital-to-analog interfaces. These
findings were the focus of a seminar | taught this
fall at the University of Michigan concerning the
broader implications of Japanese material
innovations within the physical environment.
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